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A combination of density functional theory (DFT) calculations and M
::
ossbauer spectroscopy has been used to

determine that the magnetic easy-axis is coincident with its crystallographic c-axis in [Fe(pca)2(py)2] 3 py, where pac is
the 2-pyrazinecarboxylate ligand. This easy-axis bisects the approximately axial O-Fe-O coordination axes of
molecules adjacent to each other along the b-axis. In {[Fe(pca)2(H2O)] 3H2O}n the easy magnetic axis is not
coincident with any of its crystallographic axes nor with the Fe-O(water) coordination axis, but is coincident with one
of the Fe 3 3 3 Fe axes in the crystal structure. The DFT calculations, which use the B3LYP functional and the 6-311+
+G(d,p) basis set, yield s-electron probability densities and electric field gradient tensors for the iron(II) ion that are in
excellent agreement with the observed iron-57 M

::
ossbauer spectral isomer shifts and quadrupole interactions. The gas

phase results are very similar for calculations based either on the X-ray structures of the two complexes or on their
optimized structures; the optimized structures indicate that the iron to ligand bond distances increase in the absence of
any solid-state lattice interactions. The results of a normal coordinate vibrational mode analysis of the two optimized
structures are compared with the observed infrared spectra.

Introduction

It is often useful, even important, to know the magnetic
easy-axis of a magnetically ordered compound. Unfortu-
nately, this information is often difficult to obtain as it
requires a magnetic study of an orientated single crystal,
often measured along several directions, to fully determine
the easy-axis orientation relative to the crystal structure. The
problem is even more difficult if the unit cell is monoclinic or
triclinic and/or if there is no obvious relationship between the
crystal morphology and the molecular structure of the
compound under study. Of course, single-crystal or powder
neutron diffraction studies1-3 can also be used to determine
the magnetic easy-axis of a compound, but this technique

usually requires either a rather large single crystal or as much
as a gram of powder and is often hindered by incoherent
scattering from any hydrogen present or neutron absorption
by any element present with a high neutron absorption cross-
section.4 Fortunately, the iron-57 M

::
ossbauer spectroscopy

provides an alternative approach for determining the mag-
netic easy-axis of an iron containing compound even for an
unoriented microcrystalline compound.
To a first approximation, that is, if the electric field

perturbation is smaller than that of the magnetic field,5,6

the four inner lines of an iron-57 M
::
ossbauer spectral mag-

netic sextet are shifted relative to the center of the two outer
lines by a quadrupole shift,QS, a shift that depends upon the
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angle, θ, between the easy-axis of magnetization, that is
assumed to be parallel to the hyperfine field, and the principal
axis of the electric field gradient tensor through the relationship,

QS ¼ ΔEQð3 cos2 θ-1Þ=2
whereΔEQ is the electric quadrupole interaction, often referred
to as the iron-57 quadrupole splitting, and is given by

ΔEQ ¼ 1

2
eQVzz

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 þ η2

3

r

where e is the electron charge, Q is the nuclear quadrupole
moment, Vzz is the principal component of the electric field
gradient tensor, and η is its asymmetry parameter.6 The
magnitude of ΔEQ may be determined from the paramagnetic
spectrum obtained above the ordering temperature. Hence,
from a measurement of QS in the magnetic spectrum and of
ΔEQ in the paramagnetic spectrum, the angle, θ, between the
easy-axis of magnetization and the principal axis of the electric
field gradient can be determined.
If the electric andmagnetic field perturbations are compar-

able and/or the asymmetry parameter7 of the electric field
gradient is non-zero, the positions of the eight possible lines
of an iron-57 M

::
ossbauer spectrum can be obtained by

obtaining the eigenvalues of the ground and excited state
Hamiltonians for the iron-57 nucleus, positions that depend
on the magnetic hyperfine field,H, the principal component
of the electric field gradient tensor, Vzz, its asymmetry
parameter, η, and the Euler angles, θ and φ, that define the
orientation of the magnetic field, H, in the principal axes of
the electric field gradient tensor.
Herein, we use M

::
ossbauer spectral results to determine θ

and density functional theory (DFT) to determine the electric
field gradient tensor experienced by the iron-57 nucleus. This
information then yields the magnetic easy-axis of an ordered
compound, if, as is usually the case, the magnetic moment is
aligned parallel with the hyperfine field experienced by the
iron-57 nucleus.
To evaluate this approach we have chosen to study

two iron(II) complexes, [Fe(pca)2(py)2] 3py, 1, and {[Fe-
(pca)2(H2O)] 3H2O}n, 2, where pca is the 2-pyrazinecarbox-
ylate anionic ligand and py is pyridine.8 These two com-
plexes were chosen for an initial study for several reasons.
First, we wanted to determine the orientation of the principal
axis of the electric field gradient in the compounds, and the
orientation of this axis seemed rather certain in 1 but
uncertain in 2. Second, they contained no heavy metals that
would impede any computation. Third, their magnetic
M

::
ossbauer spectra obtained at 4.2 K were clearly influenced

by the orientation, what ever it was. Fourth, the molecular
and crystallographic structures of these complexes were
known, see Figures 1 and 2. These complexes are paramag-
netic above 12 K, are antiferromagnetically ordered below
12 K, and exhibit8 fully orderedM

::
ossbauer spectra at 4.2 K,

see Figure 3. Because the electric field and magnetic field

perturbations are in an approximately 1:2 ratio in both
complexes, the fits shown in Figure 3 have been obtained
from the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of the ground and
excited state Hamiltonians mentioned above. It is apparent
fromFigure 3, and the corresponding hyperfine parameters,8

that the spectra of these two complexes are very sensitive to
the angle θ.
The following results are, of course, constrained by the

structural aspects of complexes 1 and 2. Further, although
the use of complexes 1 and 2 may not provide the most
definitive possible test for the general determination of the
orientation of the magnetic easy axis, our success does point
the way to the future applications of DFT to related, perhaps
more complex, compounds.

Computational Methods

DFT calculations with the Gaussian03 quantum chemical
program9 have been carried out with the B3LYP functional

Figure 1. Molecular (a) and the partial crystallographic structure (b)
obtained from reference 8, of [Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1, in [Fe(pca)2(py)2] 3py.
The iron(II) ion is shown in green, oxygen in red, nitrogen in blue, carbon
in black, and hydrogen in gray. In (b) the green line is the b-axis, the c-axis
points up in the planeof the figure, and the a-axismakes anangle of 118.9�
with respect to the c-axis.
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and two different basis sets. The first basis set, designated as
basis set A herein, used the relativistic electron core double-ζ
LANL2DZ pseudo potentials10 for iron(II) in conjunction
with the 6-31G(d) basis set for all other atoms. The second
basis set, designated as basis set B herein, used the 6-311+
+G(d,p) basis set for all atoms and ions including the
iron(II). Earlier reports11-13 have indicated that the B3LYP
functional is the most reliable for the study of iron(II)
complexes.
The lower level calculations with basis set A were carried

out first. Subsequently, to improve the accuracy of the results
and also to calculate, F(0), the s-electron probability density
at the iron(II) nucleus, all the calculations were carried out
with the larger basis set B, a basis set that includes more
diffusion and polarization functions for all atoms and ions.
The lower level calculations are included herein to show that
they lead to results that are both comparable with the larger
basis set and lead to results that are consistent with the
experimental M

::
ossbauer spectral hyperfine parameters.

A single point electronic energy computation was used for
the single crystal X-ray structures, followed by a Gaussian03
structural optimization. All computations have been carried
out for thequintet state, the spin-state that corresponds to the

high-spin iron(II) electronic ground state observed for both
complexes. The electronic structure calculations have con-
verged to(1� 10-8 a.u. for the energy and used an ultra fine
grid for the computation of the integrals. For the geometry
optimizations, all of the vibrational frequencieswere positive.
The natural orbital populations have been calculated at the
same computational level by using the method of Carpenter
andWeinhold,14 and the tensor representation of the electric
field gradients have been calculated by the method of Bar-
one.15 To calculate the iron-57 M

::
ossbauer-effect isomer

shifts, the full core electron density, F(0), was computed at
the iron nucleus with basis set B by using the Gaussian03
cubegen16 full-density option.

Results and Discussion

The 173 K single crystal X-ray structure of both
[Fe(pca)2(py)2] 3 py, and {[Fe(pca)2(H2O)] 3H2O}n, where
pca is the 2-pyrazinecarboxylate anionic ligand and py is
pyridine, have been reported8 and found to contain high-spin

Figure 2. Molecular (a) and partial crystallographic structure, (b) ob-
tained from reference 8, of the [Fe(pca)3H2O]- anion, 2, in {[Fe(pca)2-
(H2O)] 3H2O}n. The iron(II) ion is shown in green, oxygen in red, nitrogen
in blue, carbon in black, and hydrogen in gray.

Figure 3. M
::
ossbauer spectra of [Fe(pca)2(py)2] 3py, (a), and of {[Fe-

(pca)2(H2O)] 3H2O}n, (b), obtained at 20 or 15 K, above their 12 K
antiferromagnetic ordering temperatures, and at 4.2 K, below the order-
ing temperatures. The complete temperature dependence of the spectra
may be found in reference 8.
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iron(II) with a quintet electronic ground state; the molecular
structures and partial packing diagrams are shown in Fig-
ures 1 and 2. Both complexes are paramagnetic above 12 K,
are antiferromagnetically ordered below 12 K, and exhibit8

fully ordered M
::
ossbauer spectra at 4.2 K, see Figure 3.

The geometry of a single molecule of [Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1,
and of a single anion, [Fe(pca)3H2O]-, 2, has been extracted
from their unit cells and has been used as the input structure
for the calculations reported herein. The electronic structures
of the iron(II) quintet state have been computed using two
different basis sets, A and B, as delineated in the Computa-
tional Methods section above. Subsequently, the X-ray
derived structures have been optimized by Gaussian03 to
minimize the energy of the quintet state in the gas phase for 1
and 2 with both basis sets. It was verified that all the
optimized geometries have real vibrational frequencies.
The calculated electronic properties and the calculated and

observed M
::
ossbauer spectral hyperfine parameters for both

the X-ray and optimized structures of 1 and 2 are given in
Tables 1-3. The calculated natural charges and electronic
configurations for the iron(II) are essentially independent of
the basis set used and show little change upon optimization.
The calculated natural charge on the iron(II) of about 1.45 is
essentially the same as observed17 earlier in several high-spin
iron(II) pyrazolylborate complexes.
The calculated totalmolecular energies are given in Support-

ing Information,Table S1.Optimization reduces the energy for
1 by about 7.4 eV, a reduction that is similar to that reported
for similar calculations17 on pyrazolylborate complexes. In
contrast, optimization reduces the energy for 2by about 14 eV,
a larger reduction that results from the rotation of the water
molecule to form a hydrogen bond with the free carboxylate
oxygen in one of the pca anionic ligands of 2.
A comparison of the bond distances of the optimized

structures with those of the X-ray structures is given in the
Supporting Information, Table S2. In general there are only
very small changes in the intraligand bond distances, whereas
there is an average elongation of the iron(II) to coordinated
ligand atoms of about 0.025 Å for 1 and about 0.050 Å for 2.
The differences between the optimized structure and the
results obtained from the X-ray structure, see Supporting
Information, Table S2, may be considered to represent the
difference between the ideal minimum energy zero Kelvin
gas-phase molecular structure and the molecular structure at
173 K in the presence of solid-state lattice interactions.

Electric Field Gradients. The Gaussian03 program
determines the electrostatic potential at each atom or
ion in a compound and the second derivatives of this
potential with respect to distance yield the electric field

gradient tensor and, thusVzz and η, at an atom or ion; the
corresponding eigenvectors provide the orientation ofVzz

with respect to a molecular axis.
The principal component of the electric field gradient,

Vzz, may also be determined experimentally from the
quadrupole interaction at the iron-57 nucleus by
M

::
ossbauer spectroscopy.5,6 Thus a comparison of calcu-

lated and experimentally observed electric field gradients
provides a test of the validity of the computational
methods and the modeling of a single molecule in the
unit cell, at least for the iron(II) complexes under study.
The calculated Vzz, ΔEQ, and η, and the observed ΔEQ

and η for 1 and 2, are given in Table 2. With one
exception, there is good to excellent agreement between
the calculated and observed ΔEQ and η parameters.
The above-noted exception occurs for the optimized

structures of the [Fe(pca)3H2O]- anion, 2, especially the
structure optimized with basis set A. The structural
optimization leads to a rather large elongation of 0.163
and 0.145 Å for the Fe-O1 bond distance to the coordi-
nated water molecule when using the A and B basis sets,
respectively. This elongationmainly results from a hydro-
gen bonding interaction between the water molecule and
the free carboxylate in one of the pca anionic ligands of 2,
an interaction which is absent in the solid-state lattice. In
the case of the optimization with basis set B, the elonga-
tion of the Fe-O1 bond is accompanied by an increase in
the charge on O1 and, as a consequence, the electric field
gradient at the iron(II) is only slightly different from that
calculated for the X-ray structure.
In earlier work17 with the same functional and basis

sets, the accuracy of the calculated Vzz values was esti-
mated to be about (0.002 a.u. and possibly as good as
(0.001 a.u. The corresponding accuracy of the quadru-
pole splittings, ΔEQ, would then be (0.004 mm/s or
better, see Table 2. However, the calculated value of
ΔEQ also depends on the value of the nuclear quadrupole
moment, Q, which, unfortunately, is poorly determined;
values ranging from-0.19 to+0.44� 10-28m2 have been
reported.13 At present the best experimental value11-13,18

forQ is 0.16(1)� 10-28 m2, and this value has been used in
Table 2. The error of (0.01 � 10-28 m2 in Q corresponds
to an error of (0.20 mm/s in the calculated values of
ΔEQ, an error that is, of course, constant for all values. As
a consequence, Table 2, gives the relative error in
ΔEQ obtained from the Gaussian03 calculation of Vzz.

Magnetic Easy-Axis Determination. [Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1,
was chosen for the initial magnetic easy-axis determination
because, as indicated earlier,8 it has a pseudooctahedral

Table 1. Calculated Iron(II) Natural Charges and Electronic Configurations

complex structure basis set charge electronic configuration

[Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1 X-raya A 1.44 [Ar]4s0.253d6.274p0.024d0.015p0.01

B 1.43 [Ar]4s0.243d6.264p0.014d0.06

optimized A 1.45 [Ar]4s0.243d6.274p0.024d0.015p0.01

B 1.43 [Ar]4s0.243d6.264p0.014d0.06

[Fe(pca)3H2O]-, 2 X-raya A 1.42 [Ar]4s0.263d6.284p0.024d0.015p0.01

B 1.43 [Ar]4s0.253d6.264p0.014d0.05

optimized A 1.46 [Ar]4s0.243d6.264p0.024d0.015p0.01

B 1.47 [Ar]4s0.223d6.254p0.014d0.04

aStructure obtained from reference 8.

(17) Remacle, F.; Grandjean, F.; Long, G. J. Inorg. Chem. 2008, 47, 4005. (18) Dufek, P.; Blaha, P.; Schwarz, K. Phys. Rev. Lett. 1995, 75, 3545.
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FeO2N4 coordination environment in which the two car-
boxylate oxygens occupy the transpositions.Thus, itwould
be anticipated that one or the other of the almost collinear
Fe-O18 and Fe-O28 bond directions, directions that
make angles of 21.8� and 13.4� with the crystallographic
c-axis of 1, or their average would correspond, at least
rather closely, to the axis of the principal component, Vzz,
of the electric field gradient tensor at the iron(II) ion.
DFT calculations on 1 indicate thatVzzmakes an angle

of 14� with the z-axis used internally by Gaussian03 and
the Fe-O18 and Fe-O28 bond directionsmake angles of
17.2� and 16.5� with this z-axis. Hence, the calculated Vzz

of the electric field gradient tensor is indeed close to the
almost collinear Fe-O18 or Fe-O28 directions in 1.
More specifically the Fe-O28 direction makes an angle
of 2� with the calculated Vzz axis. Thus, Vzz is along the
Fe-O28 direction, a direction which makes an angle of
13.4� with the crystallographic c-axis.
A fit of the magnetic M

::
ossbauer spectra of 1 indicates

that themagnetic hyperfine field lies on a conewith a cone
angle of 12� about Vzz. Hence, the magnetic moment,
which is assumed to be collinear with the magnetic
hyperfine field at the iron-57 nucleus, lies on the same
cone and is likely to be parallel or virtually parallel with
the crystallographic c-axis of 1.19 As can be seen in
Figure 1b, the c-axis is the bisector of the O18-O28
directions of adjacent molecules along the b-axis.
As indicated earlier,8 it is muchmore difficult to predict

the orientation ofVzz in 2. The DFT calculations indicate
that Vzz makes angles of 86.8�, 30.2�, and 59.9�, with the
x, y, and z internal molecular axes used by Gaussian03,
respectively. This Vzz direction, which makes angles of
75.3�, 86.6�, and 14.9�, with the a, b, and c unit-cell axes,
is almost coincident with the O11-Fe-O21 axis, as

proposed earlier.8 Thus it seems that the presence of
water in the coordination sphere of 2 neither determines
the orientation of Vzz nor leads to a substantial asymme-
try parameter, η.
A fit of the magnetic M

::
ossbauer spectra of 2 indicates

that themagnetic hyperfine field lies on a conewith a cone
angle of 26� about Vzz. The angles between Vzz and the
unit-cell axes do not correspond to this angle and thus, it
appears that none of the unit-cell axes could be the
magnetic easy-axis of 2. In contrast, and perhaps by
coincidence, Vzz makes an angle of 26.1� with the
Fe 3 3 3Fe distance of 7.979 Å, see Figure 2b. Hence, we
conclude that the magnetic easy-axis in 2 may be along
this Fe 3 3 3Fe direction. It is surprising that this is not the
direction of the shortest Fe 3 3 3Fe distance.

Electron Probability Density at Iron(II). The
M

::
ossbauer-effect isomer shift provides a measure of

the s-electron probability density at the iron-57 nucleus
relative to that found in either R-iron or sodium nitro-
prusside, SNP, the typical reference materials for the
iron-57 M

::
ossbauer-effect isomer shift. This s-electron

probability density is influenced both by the ns-orbital
electronic populations and by the shielding of this
ns-electron probability density by the intervening 3d
electrons.20-26

Table 2. Calculated and Observed Iron(II) Electric Field Gradients and Quadrupole Interactions

calculated obs.a

complex structure/ basis set Vzz, a.u.
b eQVzz/2, mm/sb η ΔEQ, mm/sb ΔEQ, mm/s η θ, deg

[Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1 X-raya/A -1.800(2) 2.910(4) 0.02 2.92 +3.04(1) 0.0 12
X-raya/B -1.696(2) 2.742(4) 0.02 2.75 +3.04(1) 0.0 12
optimized/A -1.812(2) 2.930(4) 0.02 2.94 +3.04(1) 0.0 12
optimized/B -1.641(2) 2.740(4) 0.02 2.75 +3.04(1) 0.0 12

[Fe(pca)3H2O]-, 2 X-raya/A -1.849(2) 2.991(4) 0.04 3.01 +3.16(1) 0.0 26
X-raya/B -1.719(2) 2.780(4) 0.21 2.88 +3.16(1) 0.0 26
optimized/A -1.119(2) 1.809(4) 0.92 2.07 +3.16(1) 0.0 26
optimized/B -1.618(2) 2.616(4) 0.16 2.69 +3.16(1) 0.0 26

aX-ray structures measured at 173 K and observed values measured at 4.2 K and obtained from reference 8. b 1 a.u. is 9.717 � 1021 V/m2 and
corresponds to an (eQVzz)/2 of 1.617 mm/s, if the nuclear quadrupole moment is 0.16(1)� 10-28 m2. The error given for (eQVzz)/2 is the computational
error. The error including the error in the nuclear quadrupole moment would be (0.20 mm/s.

Table 3. Calculated ns-Electron Probability Densities at the Iron-57 Nucleusa

complex structure/ basis set F(0), a0-3 δ,a mm/s observed at 295 K δ,a mm/s observed at 4.2 K

[Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1 X-rayb/B 11614.622 1.229(5) 1.312(5)
optimized/B 11614.490 1.229(5) 1.312(5)

[Fe(pca)3H2O]-, 2 X-rayb/B 11614.498 1.303(5) 1.410(5)
optimized/B 11614.342 1.303(5) 1.410(5)

aThe isomer shifts are given relative to room temperature sodium nitroprusside, SNP. b Structure obtained from reference 8.

(19) This conclusion seems to contradict the previous, now known to be
erroneous, conclusion given in reference 8 that the a-axis of 1 was the
magnetic easy-axis. This earlier error occurred because of a mislabeling of
the axes at the left of Figure 2(a) of reference 8.

(20) Neese, F. Inorg. Chim. Acta 2002, 337, 181.
(21) Nieuwpoort, W. C.; Post, D.; Van Duinen, P. Th Phys. Rev. B 1978,

17, 9.
(22) Lovell, T.; Li, J.; Liu, T.; Case, D. A.; Noodleman, L. J. Am. Chem.

Soc. 2001, 123, 12392. Lovell, T.; Han, W.-G.; Liu, T.; Noodleman, L. J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2002, 124, 5890.

(23) Shenoy, G. K.; Wagner, F. E.; Kalvius, G. M. In M
::
ossbauer Isomer

Shifts; Shenoy, G. K., Wagner, F. E., Eds.; North Holland: Amsterdam, 1978;
p 51.

(24) Owen, T.; Grandjean, F.; Long, G. J.; Domasevitch, K. V.;
Gerasimchuk, N. Inorg. Chem. 2008, 47, 8704.

(25) Neese, F. J. Biol. Inorg. Chim. 2006, 11, 702.
(26) Zhang, Y.; Mao, J.; Oldfield, E. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2002, 124, 7829–

7839. Zhang, Y.; Oldfield, E. J. Phys. Chem.A 2003, 107, 4147–4150. Zhang, Y.;
Oldfield, E. J. Phys. Chem. A 2003, 107, 7180–7188.
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The electron probability density, F(0), at the iron-57
nucleus of 1 and 2 has been calculated from the Gauss-
ian03 derived wave functions, and the results are given in
Table 3. A pseudopotential cannot be used to calculate
F(0) at the iron(II) ions and, as a consequence, the F(0)
values found in this table must be calculated by using the
6-311++G(d,p) basis set, the basis set designated as B
herein, for all the constituents including the iron(II).
Rather nicely, the calculated F(0) values correspond very
closely to those expected for high-spin iron(II) and indeed
agree very nicely with earlier DFT calculations on several
high-spin and low-spin iron(II) complexes, see Figure 4a.
The correlation between the observed isomer shifts and
the calculated F(0) values is

δSNP ¼ -0:368½Fð0Þ-11617:63� mm=s

or

δSNP ¼ -0:0546½Fð0Þ-78390:40� mm=s

where, in the first equation, the probability density, F(0),
has units of a0

-3 and in the second equation, see
Figure 4a, the probability density, F(0), has units of Å-3.
In spite of a smaller isomer shift range of 0 to 1.5 mm/s

and smaller change in F(0) of about 3.5 a0-3, the slope of
the straight line in the first equation, -0.368 a0

3mm/s,
agrees almost perfectly with the slope of -0.36662
a0

3mm/s obtained by Neese20 in his calibration of the
B3LYP method with 15 iron containing compounds, see
Figure 4b. This excellent agreement indicates that the
calibration constant for the B3LYP method is well-de-
fined as is indicated by the difference in the solid and
dashed lines in this figure. As indicated by Neese20 the
absolute values of F(0) obtained with various functionals
and wave function basis sets show a significant dispersion
but their variations within a series of compounds are
chemically and physicallymeaningful. The comparison of
the F(0) obtained herein with the fifteen values reported
by Neese in Figure 1 of reference 20 required a shift of
-1445 Å-3 to obtain the agreement shown in Figure 4b, a
relatively small shift of about 1.8% that probably arises
from differences in the basis sets used.
Zhang and Oldfield26 have used the B3LYP functional

to determine the M
::
ossbauer spectral hyperfine para-

meters of many compounds, and in several instances,
have reported the associated F(0) at the iron-57 nucleus.
Their reported F(0) values, converted to the same units
used in Figure 4a, are compared in the Supporting
Information, Figure S1, with the linear correlation ob-
tained herein. Once again there is excellent agreement
between the two correlations, although in this case the
linear correlation yields-0.400 a0

3mm/s, a value in good
agreement with the value of -0.404 a0

3mm/s found in
many studies by Zhang and Oldfield. In obtaining the
agreement shown in Supporting Information, Figure S1 a
shift of -90 Å-3 or of only 0.1% has been applied to the
results of Zhang and Oldfield, a much smaller shift than
used in Figure 4b because of their use26 of basis sets that
are very similar to those used herein.
The calibration constant of -0.368 a0

3mm/s found
herein agrees rather well with other previously re-
ported results.12,17,21 The calibration constants of about

-0.5 and -0.664 a0
3mm/s obtained by Lovell et al.22 in

Fe-S systems and 15 dinuclear Fe-oxo, Fe-hydroxyl, and
Fe-phenoxo type compounds differ from the present
value because a different functional and wave function
basis set were used. The correlation presented inFigure 4a
supports20 the good quality of the prediction of the
relative M

::
ossbauer isomer shifts based on DFT calcula-

tion of F(0) in a series of compounds. Further, the isomer
shifts are calculated relative to the SNPM

::
ossbauer-effect

Figure 4. (a) Correlation observed between the 295 K M
::
ossbauer

spectral isomer shifts and F(0), the calculated ns-electron probability
densities at the iron(II) in [Fe(pca)2(py)2], 1, of [Fe(pca)2(py)2] 3 py, and
in the [Fe(pca)3H2O]- anion, 2, of {[Fe(pca)2(H2O)] 3H2O}n. The isomer
shifts are given relative to sodium nitroprusside, SNP; the right SNP data
point was obtained for its crystal structure and the left for its optimized
structure, see reference 17. The open data points, which correspond to
several high-spin and low-spin iron(II) pyrazolylborate complexes, have
been taken from reference 17 which also identifies the specific complexes.
(b)The samecorrelationobservedbetween theM

::
ossbauer spectral isomer

shifts and F(0), the calculated ns-electron probability densities as is shown
in panel a, but with the addition of the correlation, dashed line, derived by
Neese in reference 20, based on the open black points. The identity of the
compound associated with each of the open black points is given in
reference 20. The isomer shifts reported relative toR-iron and used byNeese
are given relative to sodium nitroprusside by the addition of 0.26 mm/s.
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reference standard by using exactly the same functional
and basis set.

Infrared Spectra. The infrared spectra of 1 and 2 have
been measured between 4000 and 300 cm-1 and between
600 and 150 cm-1; the 1800 to 300 cm-1 portions of these
spectra are shown in the Supporting Information, Figure S2.
The frequencies and relative intensities of the 3n- 6, or

135 and 114, normal coordinate vibrational modes avail-
able to 1 and 2, respectively, were computed for the
equilibrium and X-ray geometries. When the electronic
structure computation is constrained to the X-ray struc-
ture some of these vibrational modes are found to have
imaginary frequencies because the X-ray geometry is not
a minimum for an isolated molecule in the gas phase.
However, this was not the case after geometry optimiza-
tion: for both 1 and 2 all the vibrational frequencies were
real as reported above. Of course most of the vibrational
modes involve multiple atoms and several types of vibra-
tions but, in conjunction with the observed infrared
spectra of the complexes, some general conclusions may
be reached based on the normal coordinate vibrational
analysis. These conclusions are discussed in some detail in
the Supporting Information.
Some insight into the vibrational behavior of the iron-

57 nucleus can be obtained from the temperature depen-
dence of the isomer shift. The temperature dependence8 of
the isomer shift of 1 has been fit with the Debye model23

for the second-order Doppler shift and a M
::
ossbauer

temperature of 641(22) K has been obtained, a tempera-
ture which is an approximate measure24 of the energy of
the high-frequency phonons associated with the iron(II)
vibrations. The 314 cm-1 weighted average of the iron(II)
vibrational frequencies obtained from the DFT calcula-
tions, see the Supporting Information, corresponds to
450K, a temperature that is of the order of theM

::
ossbauer

temperature. The highest calculated iron(II) vibrational
frequency of 430 cm-1 corresponds to 620 K, a tempera-
ture that is in good agreement with the observed
M

::
ossbauer temperature. DFT calculations of vibrational

frequencies are known25 to overestimate vibrational fre-
quencies by a few percents as compared to experimental
values. Moreover, the harmonic approximation is used
for the normalmodes, and their anharmonicities have not
been taken into account. Hence, a detailed comparison
between the calculated and observed iron(II) vibrational
frequencies is hindered by these limitations.
Because the calculated vibrational modes of 2 are

strongly affected by the presence of the water molecule
and the hydrogen bonding found in the optimized struc-
ture, a similar comparison has not been attempted for 2.

Conclusions

DFT calculations with the B3LYP functional and the 6-
311++G(d,p) basis set yield s-electron probability densities

and electric field gradient tensors for an iron(II) ion that are
in excellent agreement with the observed iron-57 M

::
ossbauer

spectral isomer shifts and quadrupole interactions. Further, a
combination of DFT calculations and M

::
ossbauer spectro-

scopy may be used to determine the magnetic easy-axis of a
magnetically ordered iron(II) complex.
The use of the B3LYP functional and the 6-311++G(d,p)

basis set for all atoms or the simpler, less computer time
demanding, relativistic electron core double-ζ LANL2DZ
pseudopotential for iron(II) and the 6-31G(d) basis set for all
other atoms lead to very similar electric field gradient tensors
for the iron(II) ion but, unfortunately, the pseudopotential is
unsuitable for the calculation of the s-electron probability
density at an iron(II) ion.
Herein we have studied two high-spin iron(II) complexes

that donot showany evidence8 for a spin-state crossover at or
below 295 K. Thus, it is indeed satisfying that the present
calculations yield very realistic electric field gradients just as
they have for several complexes that do show a spin-state
crossover.11,12,17,26 Further, it is worth noting that the calcu-
lations yield for these complexes F(0) values, and hence
isomer shifts, that are very close to those observed previously,
see the green points in Figure 4a, for several high-spin
complexes17 that do undergo a spin-state crossover; good
agreement is also observed11,12,20,25,26 with other high-spin
iron(II) complexes.
The calculated gas phase s-electron probability density

and electric field gradient tensor for an iron(II) ion are
very similar for calculations based on either the experi-
mental X-ray structure or on the optimized structure
obtained after minimizing the molecular energy starting
from the X-ray structure. The optimization does, however,
lead to structures in which the iron(II) to ligand
bond distances have increased as a result of the absence
of any solid-state lattice interactions. Also, upon optimi-
zation all the calculated normal coordinate vibrational
modes are found to have positive frequencies, frequencies
that agree rather well with those observed in the infrared
spectra.
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